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Dear Delegates, 

 

Greetings delegates and welcome to the 14th Annual Florida Model United Nations 

Conference. My name is Dylan Florencz and I have the pleasure of serving as the Director for 

the Security Council. I am a 4th year Computer Science student, and I have been doing Model 

United Nations for the last six years. In that time I have assumed many different roles, both as a 

delegate and as staff. I am very much looking forward to seeing what you all can accomplish 

during this conference. 

 

Welcome! My name is Christine Kutka and I will be serving as the assistant director for 

this committee. I am a junior majoring in International Studies with a focus in Political Science. I 

have been participating in Model United Nations for three years. I am looking forward to seeing 

all of you guys during this conference! 

 

The topics for this committee are as follows: 

 

Topic I: De-Escalating Tensions in the Persian Gulf 

Topic II: Addressing the Conflict in Myanmar 

 

 

This background guide is intended as a resource and a tool for your individual research, and we 

encourage you to be thorough and creative with your work. Good luck delegates!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dylan Florencz  Christine Kutka   

Director   Assistant Director 

Dflorencz@gmail.com Cgkutka@gmail.com 

  



 

Committee History 

 

The United Nations Security Council was established in 1945 alongside the founding of 

the United Nations itself, and is one of the six principal organs of the UN.1 The Security Council 

is unique in that it is a very small committee, comprised of only fifteen members; five permanent 

members and ten non-permanent members.2 The five permanent members, also known as the “P-

5” or “Big Five” as they are often referred to as, have veto power, which is to say that they are 

able to unilaterally veto any action by the council, but not procedural resolutions; meaning that 

the permanent members could not prevent debate on a resolution.3 The Security Council also 

includes 10 temporary members that hold their seats on a rotating basis by geographic region.4 

These ten non-permanent members are elected by the United Nations General Assembly for two-

year terms starting on 1 January, with five replaced each year.  

 

Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter states that the Council can approve the use of 

force if there is no other way to maintain international peace.5 The Security Council can also 

impose sanctions and deploy United Nations Peacekeeping.6  

 

Topic I. De-Escalating Tensions in the Persian Gulf 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The Persian Gulf is located southwest of Asia and on the south side of Iran. The Persian gulf 

consists of rivers, Karoun, Zohreh, Jarrahi Mond, Dalki, Hendijan, Kol and Minab that flow into 

the gulf from the Iranian Plateau7. The surrounding States, are Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 

Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and Oman.  Iran is the largest State neighboring the 

Persian Gulf.8 The Persian Gulf is 615 miles long and varies a maximum 210 miles wide and a 

minimum of 35 miles wide in the Strait of Hormuz.9  

 

Before the discovery of oil in 1908, the Persian Gulf was crucial in the fishing industry, date 

growing, perling, and more10. After World War II, States surrounding the Gulf have become key 

players in the production of oil. The area has approximately two-thirds of the world’s proven oil 

reserves and one-third of the proven natural gas reserves.The region became a strategic 

investment for developed countries and exploration for new oil reserves have continued. 

 
1 United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, October 24, 1945 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names. “Historical, Geographical and Legal Validity of the 

Name : PERSIAN GULF.” United Nations, April 4, 2006. https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/23-

gegn/wp/gegn23wp61.pdf. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Evans, Graham. “Persian Gulf.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica, inc., August 2, 2018. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Persian-Gulf. 
10 Evans, Graham. “Economic Aspects.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica, inc., August 2, 2018. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Persian-Gulf/Economic-aspects. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly


 

Currently the area produces around 21 million barrels of oil a day, approximately 21% of the 

world’s liquid petroleum usage.11 Control of these resources has led to conflicts over territorial 

boundaries and more. In response to this, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 

Oman, and Qatar formed the Gulf Cooperation Alliance, in 1981, in order to create unity 

between the States, strengthen relations, formulate economic regulations, and stimulate scientific 

research.   

 

After the Iran- Iraq war, Iraq owed around 37 million dollars to the Gulf States.12 Iraqi president, 

Suddam Hussain, unable to cancel Iraqi debt, ordered the invasion of Kuwait.13 Alarmed by the 

invasion, Gulf States called upon the United Nations for help. The forceful occupation of Kuwait 

led the United Nations Security Council to place sanctions and embargoes on Iraq14. The United 

Nations Security Council sanctioned military action against Iraq which lead to a United States 

led air and ground assault which started on January 16th, 1991 and ended on February 28th, 

1991. The United Nations Security Council concluded that chemical weapons were used during 

the war but never specified what State used them.15 Since then, petroleum industries have been 

developing the area and tensions surrounding the Gulf have been rising.   

 

Current Situation 

 

 

Iran has controlled the Persian Gulf since 1971 which has caused tensions between the Gulf 

States. Currently, Iran is attempting to gain influence on its neighbors under the current US 

sanctions against Iranian oil. The exportation of oil in the region have been targets of recent 

attacks in the region. Beginning in May 2019, drone attacks have been carried out by several 

actors targeting oil tankers.16 Two oil tankers were attacked in the Strait of Hormuz by limpet 

mines which the United States is blaming Iran for manufacturing.17 Iran.On May 4th, 2019 an 

Iranian oil tanker was intercepted in Gibraltar18. On June 20th 2019, Iran was accused of 

shooting down a US unmanned drone. Japaese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited Tehran in 

hope to mediate tensions between the US and Iran, when a Japanese tanker was attacked.19   
 
 

 
11 Barden, Justine. “U.S. Energy Information Administration - EIA - Independent Statistics and Analysis.” The Strait 

of Hormuz is the world's most important oil transit chokepoint - Today in Energy - U.S. Energy Information 

Administration (EIA). U.S. Energy Information Administration, June 20, 2019. 

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=39932 
12 Office of the Historian. “The Gulf War, 1991.” U.S. Department of State. U.S. Department of State. Accessed 

August 23, 2019. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/gulf-war. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid. 
16“The Situation in the Persian Gulf: A Space in Perpetual Crisis.” DOC Research Institute. Dialogue of 

Civalizations, July 8, 2019. https://doc-research.org/our-events/doc-event-situation-persian-gulf/. 
17Ahmed, Ejaz. “Tension in the Persian Gulf.” Tension in the Persian Gulf. Observer Research Foundation, June 25, 

2019. https://www.orfonline.org/research/tension-in-the-persian-gulf-52288/. 
18 Annan, Noah. “Tensions in the Persian Gulf Reflect Power Struggle Inside Iran.” Atlantic Council, July 22, 2019. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/tensions-in-the-persian-gulf-reflect-power-struggle-inside-iran. 
19Ahmed, Ejaz. “Tension in the Persian Gulf.” Tension in the Persian Gulf. Observer Research Foundation, June 25, 

2019. https://www.orfonline.org/research/tension-in-the-persian-gulf-52288/. 



 

The tensions rising in the Persian Gulf have caused caused the French Republic, the United 

Kingdom, and the Republic of Germany to reiterate their support of the 2015 Iran Nuclear Deal, 

Resolution 2231 (2015). 20. Since the attacks, tensions between Member States have heightened. 

In addition, the heightened tensions with the US and Iran have revitalized tensions between Iran, 

Saudi Arabia, and Saudi Arabia’s allies.21 A call for Iran to keep with the terms of Resolution 

2231 (2015) is being pushed in the United Nations Security Council.22 Current sanctions against 

Iran are being revisited.  

 

 

Action Taken by the United Nations 

 

The United Nations has played an important role in the Persian Gulf Region. During the Persian 

Gulf War, the United Nations Security Council authorizes force against Iraq, passed Resolution 

686 which called for a cease-fire between Iraq and Kuwait. In addition, in 1991 the United 

Nations Security Council passed Resolution 687 establishing the United Nations Special 

Commission (UNSCOM) which inspects Iraq’s chemical and biological weapons capabilities.23 

 

In 2015, the United Nations Security Council unaminasly passed Resoltion 2231 (2015) which 

endorsed Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).24 This resolution terminated the terms 

of previous UN Security Council resolutions in relation to the Iranian nuclear issue as well as 

establishes specific restrictions that apply to all Member States without exception. After the 

United State’s withdraw from Resolution 2231 (2015), the United Nations has been working to 

keep Iran from sticking to the original agreement.25 

 

Today, the United Nations Security Council is holding meetings regarding the current tension 

between the United States and Iran in the region.  Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi of Kuwait, 

speaking on behalf of the Security Council, stated that the attacks against the oil tankers were a 

threat to maritime laws and the energy supply. The United Nations Security Council has issued a 

statement to ask the Member States to exercise maximum restraint during the rising tensions.26 In 

 
20 “The Latest: UN Members Cite Dangers of Tensions in Gulf.” AP NEWS. Associated Press, June 24, 2019. 

https://www.apnews.com/45c8a5b0b6b7499089739c30b67f5426 
21“Security Council Urges 'Maximum Restraint' around Gulf Region as Iran and United States Trade Diplomatic 

Blows in New York | UN News.” UN News. United Nations, June 24, 2019. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1041211. 
22“Amid Rising Tensions in Persian Gulf, Speakers in Security Council Urge Iran, United States to Maintain Hard-

Won Achievements of 2015 Nuclear Deal | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases.” United Nations: Meetings 

Coverage and Press Release. United Nations, June 26, 2019. https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13862.doc.htm. 
23“Security Council Resolution 687: Iraq-Kuwait | UN Peacemaker.” United Nations Peacemaker. United Nations, 

March 4, 1991. https://peacemaker.un.org/iraqkoweit-resolution687. 
24 “Resolution 2231 (2015) on Iran Nuclear Issue Security Council.” United Nations Security Council. United 

Nations. Accessed August 28, 2019. https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/2231/background. 
25 “Amid Rising Tensions in Persian Gulf, Speakers in Security Council Urge Iran, United States to Maintain Hard-

Won Achievements of 2015 Nuclear Deal | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases.” United Nations: Meetings 

Coverage and Press Release. United Nations, June 26, 2019. https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13862.doc.htm. 
26“Security Council Urges 'Maximum Restraint' around Gulf Region as Iran and United States Trade Diplomatic 

Blows in New York | UN News.” UN News. United Nations, June 24, 2019. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1041211. 



 

addition, the council ruled that the attacks violated international rules on freedom of navigation 

and maritime transport.  

  



 

 

Topic II. Addressing the Conflict in Myanmar 

  

In August 2017, the situation in Myanmar had escalated into what was described by the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) as a “textbook example of ethnic 

cleansing”.27 Two years have gone by since a mass exodus of Rohingya Muslims escaping 

Rakhine State in Myanmar, an event described by Secretary-General Antonio Guitierrez as “one 

of the world’s worst humanitarian and human rights crisis.”28 Most have crossed by land into 

Bangladesh, while others have taken to the sea to reach Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.29 The 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide exists to stop such these 

kinds of crimes against humanity from occuring.30 However, such a travesty has occurred and in 

the interest of international security, the United Nations Security Council must address the 

situation or risk allowing another genocide to stain the history books.  

 

Myanmar is a signatory and has ratified The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 

the Crime of Genocide, but this came with two reservations: 

 

(1) With reference to article VI, the Union of Burma makes the reservation that 

nothing contained in the said Article shall be construed as depriving the Courts 

and Tribunals of the Union of jurisdiction or as giving foreign Courts and 

tribunals jurisdiction over any cases of genocide or any of the other acts 

enumerated in article III committed within the Union territory.” 

(2) With reference to article VIII, the Union of Burma makes the reservation that the 

said article shall not apply to the Union."31  

 

UN-mandated Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar reveals just some of 

the horrors that the Rohingya people experienced. “widespread and systematic attack on 

[civilians]” including “murder, imprisonment, enforced disappearance, torture, rape, sexual 

slavery and other forms of sexual violence, persecution and enslavement” with “elements of 

extermination and deportation” as well as “systematic oppression and discrimination [that] may 

also amount to the crime of apartheid.”32 The Myanmar government has effectively 

institutionalized discrimination against the ethnic group through restrictions on marriage, family 

planning, employment, education, religious choice and freedom of movement.33 

 

The root causes that forced the Rohingya people to leave Myanmar have not been addressed. 

Refugees continue to experience dangerous conditions that are inherent with living as a refugee, 

 
27 Myanmar Military Leaders Must Face Genocide Charges – UN report, UN News, August 27th, 2018 
28 Myanmar & the Rohingya Refugee Crisis - with Cate Blanchett & António Guterres, United Nations Youtube 

Channel, August 28th, 2018, (Time:00:01:35) 
29 The Rohingya Crisis, Council on Foreign Relations, December 5th, 2018 
30 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, United Nations, December 9th, 1948 
31 Ibid. 
32 2019 Joint Response Plan for Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis, United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, February 15th, 2019 
33 The Rohingya Crisis, Council on Foreign Relations, December 5th, 2018 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22041&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22041&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/04/22/all-you-can-do-pray/crimes-against-humanity-and-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya-muslims


 

such as malnutrition, having to cope with trauma and numerous other problems.34 In addition to 

the problems of the refugees themselves, the massive influx of refugees has been strenuous on 

Bangladesh. The government of Bangladesh has been leading the humanitarian response by 

keeping its borders open to Rohingya refugees fleeing Myanmar and has been operating thirty-

four extremely congested refugee camps.35 As of March 2019, there are over nine hundred 

thousand Rohingya refugees residing in Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh.36 While Bangladesh and 

other nations that have been generous enough to host these refugees, the international community 

cannot continue to impose such strain on them. 

 

Recently, an Ethnic Armed Organization (EAO) known as the Northern Alliance, which includes 

the newly resurgent Arakan Army, has staged several attacks against Myanmar’s central 

government, including a series of surprise attacks against the Myanmar military in Shan State 

and beyond.37 One such attack saw a rocket strike a highly symbolic target in Myanmar’s 

Mandalay region, a military academy akin to the United States’ West Pointe. The Northern 

Alliance also attacked a bridge on a major trade route that connects Myanmar and China.38 

Between all of the recent attacks, at least a dozen Myanmar military members, as well as several 

civilians.39 This civil war appears to have no end in sight. The government refuses to give into 

the Northern Alliance’s demands for greater autonomy, but there are other factors that keep the 

civil war going. The conflict is funded in part by the production and export of synthetic drugs.40 

Jeremy Douglas is regional director for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 

Bangkok. He says the drug marked has become mostly synthetic drugs like crystal 

methamphetamine, to be sent to markets in Australia, Japan, South Korea and beyond, a business 

the UNODC estimates is worth $60 billion a year.41 Profits from this trade have become so large 

that they have dominated the Shan State economy. 42  

 

It is crucial to understand the political landscape of the South Asian region. Neighboring 

countries are the most directly affected and their stances on the conflict are potentially the most 

important, and it is important to consider how any action might impact them. China plays a very 

crucial role in this conflict, as China has protected Myanmar’s government from sanctions and 

other international action.43 China also continues to provide the state with military power, but 

there are reportedly individual Chinese business actors fueling both sides of the conflict 

including former People’s Liberation Army soldiers offering mercenary services for insurgent 

groups.44 The support that China had provided has strengthened the relationship between the two 

states, but this relationship has further incentivised Myanmar to distance itself from the 

international community.  

 
34 2019 Joint Response Plan for Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis, United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, February 15th, 2019 
35 Ibid 
36 Ibid 
37  Myanmar's Lucrative Drug Trade Is Increasingly Fueling The Country's Conflict All Things Considered - NPR, 

August 30th, 2019 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. 
42 Ibid. 
43 China’s Role in Myanmar’s Internal Conflicts, United States Institute of Peace, September, 2018 
44 Ibid. 



 

 

Though Myanmar is mostly reliant on China, the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) has been able to help bring about some reform in Myanmar. 45 The UNDP is working to 

encourage women to participate in politics, help strengthen the country’s democratic institutions, 

and improving capacities for service delivery, integrated policy planning, coordination and 

analysis. 46 The Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan (MSDP) is Myanmar’s long-term 

vision on how the country should be transformed into a peaceful, prosperous and democratic 

nation.47 The plan is aligned with the 2016 national economic policy and is supported by 151 

action plans, that address issues ranging from peace and reconciliation to the environment and 

cross-cutting themes like gender equality.48 The MSDP is hopeful, but more needs to be done to 

truly put an end to this conflict 

  

This problem is complex, but not unsolvable. The United Kingdom’s Minister of State for the 

Commonwealth and the UN, Lord Ahmad, who chaired a Security Council meeting on the topic 

of “Myanmar & the Rohingya Refugee Crisis” stated ; “Firstly continue to assess Bangladesh 

and the United Nations in providing protection and assistance to the Rohingya population and 

their home communities. Secondly, take concerted action to push for justice and the prospect of a 

peaceful future that the Rohingya community deserve. This includes holding a serious discussion 

on the conclusions of the fact-finding missions report. And thirdly, support those in Burma 

(Myanmar) who are pushing for progress, but we should also be prepared to use the full range of 

tools at this council’s disposal to apply pressure against those, including the Burmese military 

who obstruct it. The United Kingdom has done shit within the European Union, where we have 

sanctioned seven senior Burmese military officials. But we all accept this crisis is complex and 

has deep roots. It will not be solved overnight, but it will not be solved without continued 

engagement and action from the Security Council.”49 

 

 
45 Annual Report 2018 - Myanmar, United Nations Development Programme, July 22nd, 2019 
46 Ibid. 
47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Myanmar & the Rohingya Refugee Crisis - with Cate Blanchett & António Guterres, United Nations Youtube 

Channel, August 28th, 2018, (Time:00:35:37) 


