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Dear Delegates, 



 

Welcome to the 14th annual Florida Model United Nations Conference! It gives me immense 

pleasure to serve as Director of the General Assembly, not only because of all the hard work that 

is being put in, but also because of the experience this conference will bring to participating 

delegates. I am Carl Morelli and I am currently pursuing my Bachelors in Political Science and 

Criminology, and plan on attending law school in the near future. Model United Nations has 

been a cornerstone of my collegiate career, and the skills I have gained will continue to be used 

throughout my future career in the law.  

 

I am Willett Hancock and I’ll be one of your Assistant Directors for the General Assembly. I am 

currently pursuing my Bachelors in Political Science. I attended my first Model United Nations 

conference at the end of my first year in college, and have embraced all that these events have to 

offer since. I look forward to seeing how delegates will address the topics we have presented, 

and I hope you too will make the most of this experience. 

 

My name is Brandon Saridjo I am a senior studying Political Science and Minoring in Religion 

and I am honored to return to the dias as the Assistant Director of the General Assembly. FMUN 

was my first conference and introduced me to the United Nations and the various issues it works 

to resolve. I look forward to working with each and everyone of you in committee! 

 

 The topics of this committee are as follows: 

 

Topic I: Addressing the Impacts of Economic Globalization on the Developing World 

Topic II: Building Capacity and Access to Sustainable Transport 

 

Delegates must understand that Model United Nations does not end at the completion of the 

committee, but continues to develop important life skills in public speaking, complex problem 

solving, critical thinking, technical writing, and negotiation. We encourage delegates to use this 

background guide as resource and introduction to the topics; however, it is not meant to replace 

your individual research.  

 

We hope all of you have fun at FMUN, make new connections, and learn new skills.  

 

 

Sincerely, 
Carl E. Morelli II   Willett Hancock   Brandon Saridjo 

Director    Assistant Director  Assistant Director 

Later.gator1996@gmail.com  Willett.Hancock99@gmail.com saridjobrandon512@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee History 

 

Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly functions as 

the main policymaking and representative organ which works to resolve a wide range of issues 



that impact the international status quo1. As it stands, there are 193 Member States represented in 

the body with each state having one vote of equal weight and two permanent non-voting 

Members2. Aside from admitting new Members into their ranks, membership into the Security 

Council, and Economic and Social Council, and budgetary questions which require a two-thirds 

majority to pass, all resolutions in the General Assembly only require a simple majority vote in 

order to pass3. All resolutions passed by the body are not legally binding, and instead act as a 

symbolic agreement of the world signifying their support or denouncement of a particular 

international issue4.  

 

There is an active effort in the General Assembly to achieve a consensus on issues which 

strengthens the symbolic weight of the body’s decisions, but also requires a great deal of 

statecraft and diplomacy among all Member States to pass a resolution that all parties can agree 

is satisfactory within their own national agendas while also addressing the situation the 

resolution is responding to5. It is also the mandate of the General Assembly to consider reports 

from the Security Council and other United Nations Organs, protect the common environment, 

safeguard human rights, promote the rule of law, reach goals to attain peace and security among 

others6.  

 

Topic I: Addressing the Impacts of Economic Globalization on the Developing World  

 

Introduction  

 

Economic globalization is defined as the interdependence of world economies as a result of the 

cross-border trade of goods and services, flow of international capital, and spread of technology 

and information.7 Economic globalization is primarily comprised of the globalization of 

production, finance, markets, technology, organizational regimes, institutions, corporations, and 

labor. The rise of economic globalization in the 21st century has resulted in an interdependence 

of Member States in the international monetary system. The international monetary system 

consists of  the “rules, conventions, and institutions that govern the conduct of monetary policies, 

their coordination (or non-coordination), exchange rates, and the provision of international 

liquidity”.8 The General Assembly believes that economic globalization reduces global poverty, 

however, is limited by the lack of transparency of trade and financial relations.9 

 

In order to achieve economic globalization, Member States must address financial institutions 

and regional trade agreements. The General Assembly aims to provide a framework to reduce 

 
1“Functions and Powers of the General Assembly.” General Assembly of the United Nations. United Nations. 

Accessed September 1, 2019. https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 “About the General Assembly.” General Assembly of the United Nations. United Nations. Accessed September 1, 

2019. https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/. 
7 Shangquan , Gao. “Economic Globalization: Trends, Risks and Risk Prevention.” UN.org. Economic and Social 

Affairs , 2000. 
8 Farhi, Emmanuel, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas, and Hélène Rey. Reforming the International Monetary System. 

London: Centre for Economic Policy Research , 2011. 
9 Nesvisky, Matt. “Globalization and Poverty.” NBER.org . National Bureau of Economic Research, 2007. 



corruption in Member States and to ensure fair economic policy, and regulation of economic 

globalization. Transnational corporations also play an important role in economic globalization, 

but must have safeguards and legislation to protect developing Member States. This can be seen 

in the form of new policy which can be used to protect Member States from irresponsible and 

illegal financial practices that often occur in developing Member States.  

 

Free-Trade Agreements (FTAs) are one popular way to reduce trade barriers between Member 

States.10 FTAs serve to improve efficiency and facilitate the trade of goods, services, and money 

across international borders.11 A majority of gross domestic product (GDP) of Member States is 

traded between individuals, companies, and governments through FTAs.12  

 

History  

 

In 1948, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was the first global multilateral 

free trade agreement of its kind. The purpose of GATT was to reduce harmful trade protectionist 

policies by removing tariffs on imports and exports. Each member of GATT was required to 

grant most favorite nation status to all other members, and prohibited restrictions on the number 

of imports and exports. Most favorite nation status allowed Member States receive the best trade 

terms by its trading partner, as seen in low tariffs, few trade barriers, and high import quotas.13 

GATT was the only multilateral instrument governing international trade until 1995, when the 

World Trade Organization (WTO) was established. Current membership of the WTO 

encumpasses all original GATT members and 164 Member States and 23 observer 

governments.14 The WTO is the only global international organization dealing with trade rules 

between Member States, and serves as a forum for negotiating trade agreements, settling trade 

disputes, and supporting developing Member States.15 The goal of the WTO is to ensure “that 

trade flows as smoothly, predictably and freely as possible” in order to promote a multilateral 

trading system that equally benefits all Member States.16 Under the framework of GATT and the 

creation of the WTO, previous barriers to achieve economic globalization have been 

significantly reduced through the decreased cost of transactions across borders, and the increased 

mobility of funding. At the WTO’s Fourth Ministerial Conference in 2001, the latest round of 

trade negotiations, the Doha Round, was established..17 The aim of the Doha Round is to reform 

the international trading system to better serve developing Member States lowering trade barriers 

and revising trade rules.18 The Doha Round placed economic development at the core of the 

Doha Development Agenda, as a means to enhance access to economic globalization.19  

 

Current Situation 

 
10 “Free Trade Agreements .” Free Trade Agreements. International Trade Administratio , n.d. 
11 “Free Trade Area - Overview, Advantages and Disadvantages.” Corporate Finance Institute. 
12 Callen, Tim. “Gross Domestic Product: An Economy’s All.” Finance & Development. International Monetary 

Fund , December 18, 2018. 
13 Amadeo, Kimberly. “How Most Favored Nation Status Lowers Your Shopping Bill.” The Balance. May 23, 2019. 
14 “WTO Members and Observers.” WTO.org. Word Trade Organization , n.d. 
15 “What is the WTO?” WTO.org. Word Trade Organization , n.d. 
16 “WTO in Brief .” WTO.org . World Trade Organization , n.d.  
17 “The Doha Round.” WTO.org. Word Trade Organization , n.d. 
18 Ibid.  
19 Ibid.  



 

The rise of globalization in the 21st century has increased the need for closer cooperation 

between the multilateral institutions with key roles in the formulation and implementation of 

global economic policy. Specifically, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, 

WTO, and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

Globalization has the ability to play an important role in developing Member States, as it can 

increase economic growth and solve poverty in Member States.20 A common first step for 

developing nations has been to use large loans to create market reforms and open up their 

economies to the rest of the world.21 Many developed Member States have taken advantage of 

this situation by investing in developing nations, in order to create new employment 

opportunities for poor individuals.22 Over time, this has resulted in developing Member States 

depending on developed economies for resource flows and technology, while developed Member 

States depend heavily on developing economies for raw materials, food and oil, and as markets 

for industrial goods.23 This economic globalization of goods is made possible as a result of free 

trade between Member States and increased communication between individuals and 

multinational corporations (MNC). Despite the advantages of economic globalization in 

developing Member States, there are also disadvantages that globalization has created for poor 

Member States. One of the major negative impacts of economic globalization is that the benefits 

are not universal, as the distribution of wealth is not equally distributed between the rich and the 

poor. An example of this can be seen from the past two decades in both China and India, who 

have both grown faster than already developed Member States. However, the least developed 

countries (LDCs) in Africa have some of the highest poverty rates and have struggled to connect 

to global markets. Part of this disconnect is due to developed Member States who have 

established MNCs in developing Member States in order to take advantage of their low wages 

and lack of regulations.  

 

Member States must first understand both the costs and benefits of economic globalization. 

Globalization allows developing Member States to increase their economic growth, thus solving 

many of the poverty problems in their country. In the past, developing Member States were not 

able to connect to the world economy due to trade barriers. In order to reduce trade barriers, 

developing Member States must open their markets by removing tariffs and allowing developed 

Member States to invest in their economies. This provides the opportunity for economic 

globalization to increase the interdependence between developed Member States and developing 

Member States. According to Thirlwall "developing countries depend on developed countries for 

resource flows and technology, but developed countries depend heavily on developing countries 

for raw materials, food and oil, and as markets for industrial goods"24. As a result of economic 

globalization, free trade between Member States is increased due to easier transportation, and the 

formal establishment of lines of communication between individuals and MNCs. Despite these 

 
20 Hamdi , Fairooz M. “The Impact of Globalization in the Developing Countries .” The Impact of Globalization in 

the Developing Countries 3, no. 11. Accessed July 12, 2019. 
21 “Getting to Know the World Bank.” World Bank. World Bank Group , n.d. 
22 Kim, Jim Yong. “Why Investing in Poor Countries Helps All of Us.” World Bank Blogs. World Bank Group , 

March 4, 2014 
23 Hamdi , Fairooz M. “The Impact of Globalization in the Developing Countries .” The Impact of Globalization in 

the Developing Countries 3, no. 11. Accessed July 12, 2019. 
24 Thirlwall. A. P. (2003), "Growth & Development with special reference to developing economies", (7th ed). 

Palgrave Macmillan: New York.  



benefits of economic globalization, it is also important to address the negative impacts that 

globalization has created for LDCs. An example of this can be seen from the inequality between 

the rich and poor, as the benefits of economic globalization aren’t evenly distributed to all 

economic classes. In the past two decades, China has grown faster than fellow Member States. 

Since initiating market reforms in 1978, China initiated market reforms in 1978 when the 

country shifted from a centrally-planned to a market-based economy, and as a result  has 

experienced rapid economic and social development. China’s economy has seen the fastest 

sustained expansion by a major economy in history, while averaging GDP growth of nearly 10% 

a year and lifting more than 850 million people out of poverty.25 However, Member States in sub 

saharan Africa like Ethiopia and Nigeria still have some of the highest poverty rates, in fact, the 

rural areas of China which do not tap on global markets also suffer greatly from such high 

poverty. As a result of economic circumstances, developed Member States set up MNCs and 

industries in the developing Member States who have low wages and low pollution regulations.  

 

Economic globalization has also led to the development of both health and education systems in 

developing Member States. Education is a catalyst of economic globalization, as new jobs in 

emerging economies require higher technical skills that must be learned in order to facilitate 

international trade. This need for educated labor highly incentivizes LDCs to invest in 

educational programs and initiatives. Health and education cover two main Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) because there is a strong relationship between economic 

globalization and health and education systems. In order to achieve economic globalization 

Member States must improve literacy and numeracy skills which are both  necessary for long 

term economic development.26  

 

Through the facilitation of economic globalization, living standards and life expectancy for 

developing Member States have the ability to increase dramatically. As economic globalization 

increases GDP per capita in LDCs, Member States will have more money to fund better health 

care services and sanitation for their people. Additionally, LDCs can provide more funds for 

health and education to the poor, which can increase literacy rates. The World Bank examined 

these benefits of economic globalization and discovered that both living standards and life 

expectancy in developing Member States increase through economic globalization. According to 

the World Bank, “With globalization, more than 85 percent of the world's population can expect 

to live for at least sixty years and this is actually twice as long as the average life expectancy 100 

years ago".27 Despite these positive effects of economic globalization in the education and health 

fields in LDCs, globalization can also have negative impacts in these fields. An example of this 

is seen as globalization facilitates the spread of new diseases in developing Member States as a 

result of the increased mobility of people and objects between Member States. Due to increased 

trade and travel, diseases like HIV/AIDS and many plant diseases are exchanged between 

developed Member States and developing Member States. This can have a negative impact on 

the living standards and life expectancy of some Member States who don’t have access to 

adequate treatments. According to the World Bank “The AIDS crisis has reduced life expectancy 

 
25 “The World Bank In China.” WorldBank.org . World Bank Group , n.d. 
26 Unctad. “SDG Goal 4 - Quality Education.” United Nations Conference on Trade and Development . 

Development Statistics and Information Branch (DSIB), n.d. 
27 Hamdi , Fairooz M. “The Impact of Globalization in the Developing Countries .” The Impact of Globalization in 

the Developing Countries 3, no. 11. Accessed July 12, 2019. 



in some parts of Africa to less than 33 years and delay in addressing the problems caused by 

economics".28 Another issue related to economic globalization is that increased competition has 

provided opportunities for skilled professionals to migrate to developed Member States who 

offer higher wages and higher quality of life. If this trend is left unchanged, economic 

globalization will result in a substantial decreased amount of skilled labour in the developing 

Member States.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

Addressing the impacts of economic globalization on the developing world is vital for the United 

Nations to reach both SDG 4 and 5, as developing Member states have struggled to do so on 

their own. Developed Member states have the ability to alleviate many struggles faced by poorer 

and lesser developed Member States, however, many issues arise from the lack of transparency 

of trade and financial relations. To address this issue Member States must work together in 

addressing how international policy can be more inclusive to share the benefits of economic 

globalization in the developing world.  

 

 

 

 

Committee Directive: 

 

In discussion of how Member States can address the impacts of economic globalization on the 

developing world, Delegates should consider the following questions: How can Member States 

improve current policies for financial institutions and regional trade agreements? How can 

developing Member states advance their integration in the international monetary system? How 

can Member States ensure fair economic policy and regulation of economic globalization?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Topic II. Building Capacity and Access to Sustainable Transport 

 

Introduction 

 

In 2015 the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) laid out guiding principles for achieving 

peace and prosperity for Member States of the United Nations, however many of them are 

difficult or impossible to achieve without a proper system of sustainable transport29. Sustainable 

transport is loosely defined as infrastructure that allows for equitable opportunities for people, 

protection of the environment, and further development of infrastructure30. Building capacity and 

 
28 Ibid.  
29Global Sustainable Transport Conference, “Press Release”, 27 November 2016. 
30 UN General Assembly, “Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21,” 19  



access to sustainable transport is vitally important to the development of Member States, 

improving the lives of their citizens, and limiting the onset of climate change31.  

 

History 

 

At the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, Member States 

came to Rio de Janeiro to discuss many of the environmental problems facing the planet32. There 

they breached the subject of sustainable transport with Agenda 21, taking special care to note the 

necessity of developing infrastructure in such a way to alleviate damage caused by the burning of 

petroleum products33. The Commission on Sustainable Development was also created in order to 

monitor the implementation of Agenda 2134. Later in 1997 at a special session for the General 

Assembly, resolution (A/RES/S-19/2) was adopted35. This resolution created a program for the 

further implementation of Agenda 21, further reinforcing the need for transportation 

infrastructure to be built in a way to allow for environmental protection as well as economic 

development36.The Commission on Sustainable Development’s Report on the ninth session 

(E/CN.17/2001/19) stated that sustainable transportation depends heavily on consideration 

during urban and rural planning, as well as during public infrastructure planning37. The  report 

also recommended, among other suggestions, planning infrastructure in a way to allow for 

further development38. In 2002 at the World Summit for Sustainable Development hosted in 

Johannesburg, South Africa, the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the 

Johannesburg Plan of Implementation were endorsed in a resolution passed by the General 

Assembly (A/C.2/57/L.83)39. These urged the implementation of sustainable development in 

order to achieve the Millenium Development Goals as well as development within countries40. In 

an outcome document passed in 2012 entitled “The future we want”, the General Assembly once 

again highlighted the necessity of sustainable transport was as being vitally important to 

continued economic development and environmental protection41. Particular attention was called 

to the building of “energy efficient multi-modal transport systems” such as public mass transport, 

cleaner fuels and vehicles, and improved rural infrastructure42. 

 

 

September 1997. 
31 UN Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform, “Secretary-General's High-level Advisory  

Group on Sustainable Transport,” 2015. 
32 UN Sustainable Development, “Agenda 21,” 3 to 14 June 1992. 
33 Ibid. 
34 UN General Assembly, “Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21,” 19  

September 1997. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 UN Commision on Sustainable Development, “Report on the ninth session,” 5 May 2000 and 16-27 April  

2001. 
38 Ibid. 
39 UN General Assembly, “Draft resolution submitted by the Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Jan  

Kára (Czech Republic), on the basis of informal consultations held on draft resolution,” 10  

December 2002. 
40 Ibid. 
41 UN General Assembly, “The future we want,” 11 September 2012. 
42 Ibid. 



The Secretary General’s High-level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport was created in 

2014 by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon43. The purpose of the Advisory Group was to 

recommend to Member States ways to implement sustainable development44. It was created for 

three years and worked with governments, transportation providers, financial institutions and 

others to recommend plans for sustainable development that also allowed for economic 

development45. To do this, the Advisory Group created the Global Transport Outlook Report and 

worked their message into post-2015 development goals46. The Sustainable Development Goals 

(A/RES/70/1) laid out in 2015 were broadly reaching, and two in particular covered developing 

sustainable transportation: SDG 11.2 and 9.147. Goal 11.2 calls for “access to safe, affordable, 

accessible and sustainable transport systems for all” including building more public 

transportation, improving road safety, and giving special consideration to those with increased 

needs48. Goal 9 broadly covers development of infrastructure, however 9.1 specifically calls for 

the creation of “quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure” in both regional 

infrastructure and international infrastructure in the next 15 years49. 

 

A reinvigorated commitment was shown at the Global Sustainable Transport Conference that 

was hosted in Turkmenistan in late 201650. The conference concluded that sustainable transport 

is the key to achieving many of the other SDGs as well as continued action on climate change51. 

In attendance were “three Heads of State, one Head of Government, 6 Deputy Prime Ministers, 2 

Foreign Ministers, 42 Ministers and Vice-Ministers of transport and infrastructure… 200 

business and civil society representatives…” making the conference one of the largest of its kind 
52. As a result of the conference, the “Ashgabat Statement on Commitments and Policy 

Recommendations of the Global Sustainable Transport Conference” was created and endorsed 

by 50 different countries53. Careful emphasis is placed on the standards of the transport being 

flexible so as to allow for regional specification and the country’s economic ability to construct 

infrastructure54. Integration of the private sector, both regionally and internationally, was also 

stressed, as it would allow for innovation as well as funding for many Less Developed Countries 

(LDCs)55. Scientific study was recommended to be be funded increasingly, as it would be 

necessary to ensure the environmental sustainability of the programs as well as allowing for a 

greater degree of technological advancement that would aid in the creation of new solutions for 

sustainable transportation56. 

 
43 UN Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform, “Secretary-General's High-level Advisory  

Group on Sustainable Transport,” 2015. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Ibid. 
47 UN General Assembly, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” 25  

September 2015. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
50 Ibid. 
51 Global Sustainable Transport Conference, “Press Release,” 27 November 2016. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Global Sustainable Transport Conference, “Ashgabat Statement on Commitments and Policy  

Recommendations of the Global Sustainable Transport Conference,” 26 to 27 November 2016. 
54 Ibid. 
55 Global Sustainable Transport Conference, “Ashgabat Statement on Commitments and Policy  

Recommendations of the Global Sustainable Transport Conference,” 26 to 27 November 2016. 
56 Ibid. 



 

Current Situation 

 

Since the creation of the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015, there have been several more 

resolutions and meetings of Member States that have discussed sustainable transport57. In the 

Secretary-General’s report on “Implementation of Agenda 21...” (A/70/283) that was published 

on August 6, 2015, many of the programs and resolutions from the past 25 years are evaluated 

and many suggestions are offered on how to implement the suggestions made58.  

 

In a resolution adopted by the General Assembly (A/RES/72/212) in late 2017, specific attention 

is given to the necessary steps moving forward59. It called for a second Global Sustainable 

Transport Conference, and for member states to sign or ratify UN conventions and agreements 

on transport, like the International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of 

Goods and the Customs Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR 

Carnets (TIR Convention)60. It also outlines the connection between sustainable transport and the 

SDGs as well as a way of economic development, and calls for regional and interregional 

cooperation through improved planning of transportation infrastructure61. 

 

In late 2018, the Member States of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) stressed the importance of intergovernmental cooperation for 

building sustainable transport networks62. One such network is the Asian Highway Network, 

which stretches from Tokyo to Istanbul63. China has also decided to host the 2nd United Nations 

Transport Conference at Beijing in May of 202064. 

 

Challenges 

 

Many (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS), and landlocked developing countries 

(LLDCs), lack the financing to be able to undertake massive infrastructure projects as outlined 

by the United Nations65. However, it is on these LDCs that the greatest amount of sustainable 

infrastructure will be needed in the future due to the rapid development expected in the next 30 

years66. It is projected that 90% of the urbanization between now and 2050 will occur in Africa 

and Asia, and by 2050 the world’s urban population is expected to make up 66% of the total 

 
57 UN Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform, “Sustainable Transport”, 2018. 
58 UN General Assembly, “Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation  

of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the  

United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,” 6 August 2015. 
59 UN General Assembly, “Strengthening the links between all modes of transport to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals,” 29 January 2018. 
60 Ibid. 
61 Ibid. 
62 UN News, “At UN forum, Asia-Pacific countries highlight importance of transport for sustainable  

development”, 21 November 2018. 
63 Ibid. 
64 Li, Xia, “Beijing to host 2nd Global Sustainable Transport Conference”, Xin Hua Net, 27 August 2019. 
65 Global Sustainable Transport Conference, “Ashgabat Statement on Commitments and Policy  

Recommendations of the Global Sustainable Transport Conference,” 26 to 27 November 2016. 
66 Technical Working Group, “Issue Brief Prepared By The Technical Working Group For Information Of  

The Secretary-General’s High-Level Advisory Group On Sustainable Transport”, 2015. 



population67. With urbanization comes an increase in Gross Domestic Product, which results in 

an increase in automobile use, which in turn causes urban sprawl and increased greenhouse gas 

emissions68. The largest challenge comes from the lack of financing. LDCs will need to build 

more mass public transit, improve rural infrastructure networks, or subsidize cleaner fuels and 

vehicles or the research to develop them, but lack the resources to be able to do so69. To 

compound this, investors generally see LDCs as more risky investments.70 

 

Another factor compounding the problem is the lack of demand for sustainable transport71. This 

is due in part to sustainability being poorly defined and the importance of it being understated72. 

As there is no broadly understood definition of “sustainable transport”, investors are more 

hesitant to get involved73. When countries do move to build infrastructure they often build roads, 

which are cheaper and quicker to build than other forms of more sustainable transport, like 

public trains74. This seems like the best option to many fund-strapped countries, however this 

short-sightedness doesn’t account for other external costs like decreased greenhouse gas 

emissions, road fatalities, and traffic congestion 75. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Sustainable transport is a necessary investment in the process of achieving the SDGs, limiting 

climate change, and fostering a greater level of economic and social development in many 

countries76. Beginning in 1992 at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development, the Member States of the United Nations committed themselves to the importance 

of building capacity and access to sustainable transport77 ultimately culminating in SDG 11.2 and 

9.178. However, many problems, largely to do with funding, stand in the way of sustainable 

transport, especially in LDCs79. 

 

Committee Directive 

 

In consideration of how Member States can build capacity and access to sustainable transport, 

delegates should consider the following questions: How can Member States integrate the private 

sector into building sustainable transport? How can Member States build upon their current 

infrastructure to be more sustainable? How can LDCs focus on building sustainable transport 

 
67 Ibid. 
68 Ibid. 
69 Ibid. 
70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid. 
72 Ibid. 
73 Ibid. 
74 Ibid. 
75 Ibid. 
76 UN General Assembly, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, 25  

September 2015. 
77 UN Sustainable Development, “Agenda 21”, 3 to 14 June 1992. 
78 UN General Assembly, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, 25  

September 2015. 
79 Technical Working Group, “Issue Brief Prepared By The Technical Working Group For Information Of  

The Secretary-General’s High-Level Advisory Group On Sustainable Transport”, 2015. 



despite budgetary problems? How could sustainable development help urban sprawl? How can 

we ensure that new technologies reach the markets of LDCs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


