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Greetings Delegates, 

 

Welcome to the General Assembly (GA) at FMUN 2017! My name is Alexander Jonas, and I 

will be your Director in the GA. This will be my first conference as a Director at a college-level 

conference. I had previously served as Assistant Director at Tallahassee Community College’s 

high school level TSMUN 2017 conference. I’ve also been a delegate at two NMUN 

conferences, as well as last year’s FMUN and SRMUN conferences. I am a Senior at Florida 

State University, and am double majoring in Political Science and International Relations. 

 Our committee will have two Assistant Directors, Brandon Saridjo and Tony Faieta. Brandon is 

a member of Broward College’s MUN team, and competed at last year’s FMUN and SRMUN 

conferences as a delegate. He is a Sophomore at Broward College, and is currently majoring in 

International Relations. Our other Assistant Director, Tony, is a Junior at the University of 

Florida, and is double majoring in Computer Science and Political Science. Tony has also 

competed at four different college level GA’s, twice at FMUN as well as twice at SRMUN.  

 

We are extremely excited to serve as your dais at this year’s conference, and hope to provide a 

fun, competitive, informal, and riveting committee environment. We wish all the delegates luck 

both in committee and conference preparation, and we are more than happy to assist with any 

questions you may have. Good Luck! 

 

Alexander Jonas Tony Faieta   Brandon Sardijo Victoria Suri-Beltran  

Director  Assistant Director  Assistant Director Secretary General 
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Committee History of the General Assembly 

 
Introduction 

 

Serving as the United Nations’ (UN) principal forum for multilateral diplomacy, the General 

Assembly allows all Member States to discuss the broadest range of issues, while simultaneously 

granting them each one equal vote.1 These two conditions are vital to the integrity of the forum’s 

premise, and allow small, developing Member States to have a voice equivalent to that of the 

large, globally influential Member States.2 The GA shares its inception with the UN, and is the 

first organ of the organization mentioned and detailed in the Charter of the United Nations.3 This 

explicitly signifies the importance that the UN has placed in the GA, making it the most 

inclusive committee in the organization.  

 

In the wake of World War II and the nuclear attacks on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, much of the world came together to try and build a post-war world based on peace and 

international security.4 It was in San Francisco, 1945, that 50 nations would convene to draft and 

sign the Charter of the United Nations, establishing the UN and six of its organs, with the GA 

and the Security Council (SC) sitting at the forefront of these subsidiary bodies.5 The UN would 

become an official intergovernmental organization (IGO) on October 24, 1945, after 29 Member 

States officially ratified the Charter of the United Nations.6 Keeping with the theme of 

international security and nuclear disarmament, on January 24, 1946, the GA adopted its very 

first resolution, A/RES/1(I), establishing a commission to deal with the potential dangers 

associated with the discovery of atomic energy.7 On November 20, 1959, the GA adopted 

through acclamation its first resolution that was co-sponsored by every Member State, 

establishing a resounding consensus on A/RES/1378(XIV), a resolution on general disarmament.8 

These milestone resolutions set the precedence for the GA, instituting the assembly’s unrelenting 

mission to security and consensus. 

 

Mandate, Functions, and Powers 

 

As set in the Charter of the United Nations, the mandate of the GA is to discuss any question or 

matter within the scope of the Charter or relating to the functions of any organs provided for in 

the Charter, and may make recommendations to the Members of the UN or the SC.9 Established 

as the chief policymaking organ of the UN, the GA is in charge of setting much of the 

administrative policies of the UN, including approving the budget of the UN and making 

                                                      
1 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 9. 
2 Ibid, Art. 18. 
3 Ibid, Art. 7. 
4 Office of the Historian, The Formation of the United Nations, 1945. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid.  
7 UN General Assembly, Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised by the 
Discovery of Atomic Energy (A/RES/1(I)), 1946.  
8 UN General Assembly, General and complete disarmament (A/RES/1378(XIV)), 1959. 
9 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 10. 
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financial assessments of Member States.10 The GA is also responsible for electing non-

permanent members of the SC and other UN organs, initiate studies, codify international law, 

and under the recommendation of the SC, appoint the Secretary-General of the UN.11 

 

Seeing as the GA is the chief policymaking committee of the UN, the GA self-regulates its 

procedural rules, as well as appointing its President for each session.12 The assembly also has the 

power to create as many subsidiary organs as it deems necessary to carry out its primary 

functions.13 This is a powerful ability to have, and have resulted in 66 separate subsidiary organs, 

with notable bodies such as the Human Rights Council, UN Environment Assembly, and the UN 

Commission on International Trade and Law.14 The assembly meets for annual sessions, but may 

convene for special sessions if need be.15 The period for the regular annual sessions starts in 

September, and ends in December.16 Any special session that is called may take place at any 

other point in the year, between January and August.17 

 

As previously stated, all 193 of the UN’s Member States are granted an equal vote in the GA, 

making sure that all voices in the committee are equivalent.18 The majority of the GA’s voting 

procedure requires a simple majority, while matters of importance are designated a two-thirds 

majority to pass.19 Designated matters of importance are appointing Member States to the SC or 

any other UN organ, budgetary issues, as well as admitting or expelling states to or from the 

UN.20 The GA, however, makes a calculated effort to reach consensus with all Member States, 

and many propositions and resolutions end up being adopted through acclamation, rather than 

through a vote.21 

 

Conclusion 

 

Serving as the chief administrative body of the UN, it is only natural that the GA would have the 

most moving parts and complexities. Through 193 Member States, countless observer states and 

entities, and 66 subsidiary organs, the assembly still puts out an explicit effort to reach 

consensus, and lives up to its title as the world’s leading stage for multilateral discussion. 

Though seemingly much different than its original 1946 version, made up of only 51 Member 

States, the GA has grown evermore complex and inclusive, yet the premise of a premium 

diplomatic forum has been preserved.22 

                                                      
10 UN General Assembly, Functions and Powers of the General Assembly. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 21. 
13 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 22. 
14 UN General Assembly, Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly. 
15 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 20. 
16 UN General Assembly, Functions and Powers of the General Assembly. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 18.  
19 Ibid.  
20 Ibid.  
21 UN General Assembly, Functions and Powers of the General Assembly. 
22 History, This Day in History, January 10, 1946 (First Meeting of the United Nations). 
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I. Addressing Poverty in Developing Areas, Especially Southern Asia and Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

 

Introduction 

Due to the complexity and widespread effect of poverty, the UN has, since its inception, applied 

multiple institutional instruments in order to address poverty. Within the preamble of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), it states that, “We recognise that eradicating poverty in 

all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an 

indispensable requirement for sustainable development.”23 This short, but crucial line underlines 

the dire importance to global development and progress that poverty eradication presents, as well 

as, dedicating the commitment of the international community in achieving a poverty-free 

reality. In September of 2015, 193 Member States agreed to the provisions of the SDGs, and 

with it their commitment to the first goal, “Ending Poverty in all its Forms Everywhere.” By 

acknowledging that poverty takes shape in different forms, and is not a homogeneous issue, the 

UN and its Member States would be able to create policies and programs that address the issue 

through varied, and inclusive, ends and means. 

The overall objective of SDG Goal One is to uplift 836 million global citizens out of poverty. 

Although poverty affects every region, and every Member State, the regions of   Southern Asia, 

and Sub-Saharan African are particularly inflicted with impoverished populations. Due to civil 

wars, unstable and corrupt governments, and underemployed economic systems, 80 percent of 

the world’s impoverished live and suffer in these regions. In addition, severe weather conditions 

such as drought, typhoons, and other crippling disasters leave people with already very little, if 

that. Internal strife and conflicts have also contributed to inescapable poverty and 

disenfranchisement. A majority of people living in these regions make only $1.25 a day, and are 

often left with very little to invest or save. 

The first goal sets the foundation through specific target areas, such as: creating national social 

protection programs, equal access and mobilization of economic resources and basic services, 

reducing the impoverished’s vulnerability to natural disasters, as well as economic shocks, and 

lastly, creating a sound framework on a domestic and international basis that promotes 

investment in poverty eradication plans. 

 

Then and Now: A Brief History of Global Poverty Initiatives  

Though the founding document of the UN, the Charter, has arguably maintained the goal of 

assisting and lifting those in poverty, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) still 

represented a very important initiative. In 1990, nearly 50 percent of the impoverished 

population in developing nations lived under $1.25 a day. In 2015, it was reported that this 

                                                      
23 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform." United Nations. 

Accessed September 20, 2017. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld. 
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number had dropped to 14 percent.24 Through these initiatives, global funds, and global focus, 

the international community strived for a 50 percent reduction in “extreme poverty”.25 Aside 

from establishing the SDGs, another milestone document, Chapter Three of Agenda 21, 

addresses poverty as, “A complex multidimensional problem with origins in both the national 

and international domains.” This document advocated for country specific solutions to poverty, 

with additional support from international aid. Later, in 1997, the GA held a special session to 

pass resolution A/RES/S-19/2, formally adopting Agenda 21 and its various missions. Moreover, 

Chapter Two of the Copenhagen Declaration, makes pledge to the impoverished of the world to 

end poverty through job creation, ensuring full employment, and creating stable societies that 

will continue to foster sustainable social and economic growth. Chapter Two also aimed to 

address the need for stronger infrastructure and resources to properly address the needs of the 

poor. Following the Copenhagen Declaration, the GA officially sanctioned 1997-2006 the 

“Decade for Eradication of Poverty,” dedicating that decade to addressing the voiceless poor, 

and work to reduce poverty rates around the world. With the dawn of the twenty-first century on 

the horizon, the GA passed the MDGs, listing “Eradicating Poverty and Extreme Hunger” as the 

first goal. The Second Decade for Eradication of Poverty was declared in 2008, to reinforce the 

goals of MDG 1, stressing the positive trends in global poverty rates and the need to utilize 

national and international resources for development investment. This Second Decade also 

recognized that private enterprise and investment were key to raising global living standards job 

creation. Lastly, the Future We Want acknowledged the strides made in poverty eradication, but 

also underlines that this progress has not been distributed evenly, and has left women and 

children the most underprivileged.26 It recognizes that strong social protections that promote 

equal and sustainable economic growth are ultimately a major component in combatting this 

global conundrum.    

As it stands, poverty rates from 1990 to 2015 (1.9 Billion to 836 Million) have been slashed by 

over half. Specifically in sub-Saharan Africa, the number of deaths among children under 5 

dropped by 52 percent, as well as a 49 percent drop in maternal deaths since 1990. This region 

has also experienced an improvement in access to education since 1990, with a 54 percent 

increase. Although there has been progress, this region still lags behind the rest of the developed 

world, having the highest mortality rates for children under 5 (86 deaths per 1000 live births), 

and a maternal mortality rate more than twice that of other regions (510 per 100,000 live 

births).27 These rates can be attributed to the fact that members of these societies cannot afford 

access to resources that they need, or the resources simply do not exist due to a lack of 

government intervention. While several African nations have taken steps to cut poverty amongst 

their peoples, political problems such as civil wars and weak centralized governments pose as 

barriers to effective solutions. As of October 2015, the World Bank has announced stronger 

                                                      
24 http://www.mdgmonitor.org/mdg-1-eradicate-poverty-hunger/ 
25 Ibid. 
26 Poverty eradication .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform." United Nations. Accessed September 20, 2017. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/povertyeradication 
27 Simmons, Katie. "Sub-Saharan Africa makes progress against poverty but has long way to go." Pew Research Center. September 24, 2015. 

Accessed September 20, 2017. http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/09/24/sub-saharan-africa-makes-progress-against-poverty-but-has-
long-way-to-go/. 
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initiatives in data collection throughout the world’s poorest countries, several of which are 

African. These periodic local surveys are conducted through the cooperation of national 

governments and the international community, and will hopefully create a more educated 

perspective on poverty in underdeveloped countries, leading to a higher efficiency in aid 

distribution28.  

Furthermore, a report of the Secretary-General, E/2017/66, shows progress in Asian poverty 

eradication, where the poverty rate declined from 35 percent in 1999, to 3 percent in 2013.29 

Even though proper steps are being taken, there are trends that show that poverty has moved 

beyond the rural regions, and into smaller urban areas. For example, in Vietnam, small cities and 

towns make up almost 43 percent of the urban population, but make up nearly 70 percent of the 

urban poverty. On the other hand, Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, the two largest cities in the 

state, hold up to 32 percent of the urban population, but only account for approximately 11 

percent of urban poverty. In the South Asian region, about 1 in 10 people living in urban areas 

experience multidimensional poverty, a metric that better represents the daily struggles of the 

impoverished in these areas. 54.7 percent of the world’s urban poor face multidimensional 

poverty, and in 2016, South Asia accounted for 53.9 percent of the 1.5 billion multidimensional 

poor.30 Indeed, there is progress in various sectors of the region’s collective economy, but there 

is still a wide inequality gap that continues to grow as nations rapidly strive to compete in the 

global market. Simply put, as the area experiences growth, the wealth inequality gap increases, 

allowing for some, but nowhere near enough upward mobility. 

 

Committee Directive 

 In order to properly eradicate poverty, specifically in sub-Saharan and South Asian 

regions, it cannot simply be seen and treated as an “economic” issue. The problem that many 

under-developing states face is a lack of a strong governmental institutions, leading to a 

disconnect with international aid. In both cases of monetary and non-monetary poverty, a stable 

government stands as a medium between impoverished people and the outstretched arms of 

international organizations. It is also important to find a proper balance in proportional aide, 

establishing a “helping hand”, without simultaneously creating economic dependence. Although 

organizations such as the World Bank, and the World Food Programme have aided developing 

nations in the past, a new reevaluation has been proposed in order to address large data gaps, 

which have held back the effectiveness of poverty-fighting efforts. Possibly the most effective 

ways to save developing regions from the grips of poverty comes from the Vice President of the 

World Bank South Asia Region, Anette Dixon, who stated, “Across the world, jobs are the main 

avenue out of poverty.  Vibrant urbanization and private sector development can support faster 

                                                      
28 While Poverty in Africa Has Declined, Number of Poor Has Increased." World Bank. Accessed September 20, 2017. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/poverty-rising-africa-poverty-report. 
29 Goal 1 .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform." United Nations. Accessed September 20, 2017. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg1. 
30 Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity in a Changing Asia-Pacific." 

http://sdgasiapacific.net/download/Asia%20Pacific%20Annual%20Thematic%20Report%202017_FINAL_e%20Version.pdf 



 
 

 8 

job creation. Investments in quality education, healthcare, and social protection can lead to better 

jobs.”31 

 

Conclusion 

 The SDGs continue the decade long fight to eradicate poverty and uplift the poor of the 

world. In order to continue the countless years of progress, and the successful completion of 

Goal 1 in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, Member States must be cognisant of the multiple 

dimensions that make up the fabric of this issue. As such, frameworks that increase access to 

economic opportunities and address poverty on a national, regional, and international level, are 

paramount to the advancement of poverty eradication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
31 South Asia Extreme Poverty Falls, but Challenges Remain." World Bank. Accessed September 20, 2017. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2015/10/15/south-asia-extreme-poverty-falls-but-challenges-remain 



 
 

 9 

 

II. Addressing the Post Paris Climate Agenda by the Implementation of 

Renewable Energy Technology 

 

Introduction  

 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the core organ to 

promote negotiations and actions that recognize, prevent, and combat climate change.32 The 

UNFCCC helps to build awareness of the adverse effects of climate change and how those 

effects have an impact on our societies, economic systems, and environment. In Article 1 of the 

UNFCCC, they define climate change as “change of climate which is attributed directly or 

indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is in 

addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods.”33. In November 

of 2015, the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP 21) to the UNFCCC took place in Paris, 

France, to discuss a universal agreement on climate change, which was solidified in its outcome 

document, the Paris Agreement34.  

 

History  

 

Following the passage of international agreements such as the Kyoto and Montreal Protocol, the 

international community realized that they would need a new foundation to address climate 

change topics. Operating under the goal to combat the negative effects of climate change through 

adaptation, mitigation, capacity-building, climate-friendly finance, technology access, and 

transparent reporting, Member States used COP 21 as pivotal place and time for the 

establishment of a new treaty. Supported by decade’s worth of research to showcase the damage 

done to the planet following a high use of fossil fuels, the Paris Accord aimed to create a 

multilateral energy architecture that could be utilized for decades.  The agreement places the 

responsibility on all parties to fulfill their obligations in order to maintain “global temperature 

rise this century well below 2° Celsius, which is above pre-industrial levels in an effort to limit 

the temperature increase even further to only 1.5° Celsius.” In addition, the COP21 pushed for 

Member States to submit comprehensive National Climate Action Plans with set Intended 

Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs).35 The inclusion of this would insure that Member 

States are transparent and track progress towards long term goals. Especially important and 

particular to the Paris Agreement compared to previous initiatives, was that it recognized the 

importance of non-party stakeholders in addressing climate change.  The ability of firms and 

regional and national organizations to cooperate and contribute to increasing technology, funds, 

and expertise in order to achieve these goals was seen as pivotal to achieve success. 

                                                      
32 The Paris Agreement: FAQs on its affect on climate change." 
33 "The Paris Agreement: FAQs on its affect on climate change." 16 Sep. 2016, 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/09/the-paris-agreement-faqs/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
34 "UN climate conference to continue momentum after Paris Agreement ...." 11 Nov. 2016, 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/11/un-climate-conference-to-continue-momentum-after-paris-

agreement-comes-into-force/. Accessed 15 Aug. 2017. 
35 http://unfccc.int/focus/indc_portal/items/8766.php 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/09/the-paris-agreement-faqs/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/11/un-climate-conference-to-continue-momentum-after-paris-agreement-comes-into-force/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/11/un-climate-conference-to-continue-momentum-after-paris-agreement-comes-into-force/
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 The Paris Agreement entered into force on 4 November 2016 after 55 Member States parties 

representing 55 percent of total global greenhouse gas emissions ratified the Agreement. As of 

November 2016, 100 States parties of the 193 signatories have ratified the Agreement. 

 

 

Renewable Energy 

 

Due to the established dependency on fossil fuels, and its harmful effects to the 

environment many Member States have been establishing new sources of energy production. 

Fossil fuels such as petroleum and coal remain the most used energy source. It was reported that 

in 2015, that global consumption of fossil fuels grew 0.6 percent, which is equivalent to127 

million metric tons of petroleum used contributing to growing numbers in the global carbon 

dioxide emissions.36 Fossil fuels are formed from the natural decay of organic material such as 

plants or animals. Considered a nonrenewable resource they have a negative impact on the 

environment when burned, they produce gases that become trapped in the earth’s atmosphere, 

ultimately leading to the rise of temperature of earth’s surface.37 The current methods of 

producing, refining and utilizing energy have negative impacts on the environment. Not only 

does the burning of fossil fuels damage the environment, but it can also cause serious health 

problems for people. Coal is often burned in order to produce electricity. Gases are released 

when coal is burned and enters the atmosphere as air pollution, which can affect people’s health 

by causing respiratory issues such as asthma38. 

Renewable energy is a sustainable alternative source of energy compared to fossil fuels. 

Renewable energy sources do not contribute to the negative impact on the environment. In an 

effort to separate human production from a heavy reliance on the use of fossil fuels the Paris 

Climate Agreement established goals that would focus on exclusively going towards 100 percent 

renewable energy sources. It was reported that in 2015 alone, $350 billion (USD) was being 

invested in renewable energy.39 Since its inception 138 Member States have reported prioritizing 

the renewable energy sector within their climate plans.40 For example, in Panama has committed 

to finance the largest wind farm in Central America.41 In addition, the importance of energy 

efficiency efforts was seen as paramount to the discussion of renewable energy discussions. 

“According to the International Energy Agency, energy efficiency accounts for 49 percent that 

are consistent with measures to stay within two degrees.42 Due to the importance of investment, 

the UN Environment Finance Initiative (UNEP) has mobilized 120 banks that span over 40 

Member States in order to increase the financing that is devoted the energy efficiency43 These 

efforts have become evident in countries such as China. After the agreement was finalized, the 

Chinese Director General of the Energy Research Institute stated that they would be shifting their 

                                                      
36 https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2016/06/08/world-sets-record-for-fossil-fuel-

consumption/#705e977c365f 
37 "A Post-Paris Agenda for Climate Security at the UN." 16 Jan. 2016, https://tcf.org/content/report/a-post-paris-

agenda-for-climate-security-at-the-un/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
38 "Energy Is at the Heart of Global Goals and Paris Agreement." 12 May. 2017, http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-

newsroom/energy-is-at-the-heart-of-global-goals-and-paris-agreement/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
39 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/unlocking-23-trillion-of-climate-investment-opportunities-is-mission-possible/ 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid.  
42 Ibid. 
43 Ibid. 

https://tcf.org/content/report/a-post-paris-agenda-for-climate-security-at-the-un/
https://tcf.org/content/report/a-post-paris-agenda-for-climate-security-at-the-un/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/energy-is-at-the-heart-of-global-goals-and-paris-agreement/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/energy-is-at-the-heart-of-global-goals-and-paris-agreement/
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energy to cleaner sources, more specifically that China was wanting to “see growth in low-

carbon sources. Making the future energy mix non-fossil based, and high pollution, high-carbon 

energy sources will be phased out in the next 50-100 years.”44 
 

 

Possible alternatives to fossil fuels include solar power, hydropower, tidal power, wind power, 

geothermal energy, and even nuclear energy, though it is a controversial form of power. These 

types of renewable energies are non-polluting and are able to be replenished.45 

Many countries have begun to utilize alternative energies, though the conversion from 

fossil fuels to alternative energies is slow: 

 

●  The United States gets approximately 84 percent of its energy from fossil fuels. 

As of 2014 the U.S. is making strides to use more alternative energy with 10 

percent of total energy consumption as renewable sources and 13% of electricity 

produced from renewable sources.  

● Brazil, a developing country, is one of the leading examples of a developing 

country using renewable energy rather than fossil fuels. 85.4 percent of all of 

Brazil’s energy comes from renewable resources, particularly sugarcane ethanol 

which the country has in abundance. In 2014, Brazil was one of the top countries 

which invested in renewable sources with approximately $7.6 billion. After an oil 

shortage in the 1970s, Brazil focused on developing renewable energies, which is 

the reason behind their advanced use of these energy sources.  

● The People’s Republic of China is rapidly developing its use of renewable energy. 

China has begun to invest more capital in its renewable energy program during 

the 2000s focusing specifically on hydropower and nuclear power. In 2014, China 

was the highest contributor to the renewable energy sector. However, China still 

mines and uses coal for energy and the environmental recovery from this has been 

very slow. There are grave international consequences if the world does not begin 

to move away from fossil fuels and increase its use of alternative energies. The 

greatest threat that fossil fuels pose is to the environment. Global warming is an 

important issue that cannot be ignored. If something is not done to slow and stop 

such large carbon emissions, people can expect to see an increase in unusual and 

strong weather patterns such as hurricanes and droughts, the spread of disease, 

rising sea levels, an increase in temperature, and the depletion of natural 

resources. This is an issue that affects the entire world and can prove very 

dangerous if something is not done by the international community to address it 

and make strides toward solving the issue.  

 

 

                                                      
44 https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/06/after-paris-climate-agreement-a-world-of-renewable-energy-is-emerging/ 
45 "Sustainable Development Goals: 17 Goals to Transform Our World." http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/. 

Accessed Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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There are grave international consequences if the world does not begin to move away 

from fossil fuels and increase its use of alternative energies. The greatest threat that fossil fuels 

pose is to that to the environment46. Global warming is an important issue that cannot be ignored. 

If something is not done to slow and stop such large carbon emissions, people can expect to see 

an increase in unusual and strong weather patterns such as hurricanes and droughts, the spread of 

disease, raising sea levels, an increase in temperature, and the depletion of natural resources47. 

 

 

Committee Directive 

 

In order to address the topic at hand, solutions will have to cover not only the political aspects 

but also the economic and environmental conflicts relating to renewable energy technology. 

Although there is great untapped potential with renewable energy technologies, these projects 

often are unable to be made into reality without the support of policy alignment, and political and 

institutional support.48 A major problem is that RETs are off-grid mechanisms, consequently, 

they are not part of the already existing national grid. Although RETs are much more appropriate 

in rural areas as opposed to grid extensions (grid extensions are often costly when expanded over 

low population density areas and risk failure due to increase of transmission networks), RETs 

can’t compete with traditional energy suppliers and their respective political supporters who are 

often the decision-makers49. Another conflicting question is how rural societies can truly 

contribute when the government is enabling the development of RETs. Distribution of greater 

political and voting power to rural population should also be considered in an effort to consider 

the inclusion of a global effort towards eradicating climate change issues.50. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Paris Agreement made history by achieving strong political commitments to ensure our 

future generations do not face the adverse consequence of climate change. To work toward the 

successful implementation the Agreement, global climate efforts must focus on providing 

Member States with the necessary guidance, approach and resources to carry out their NDCs and 

integrate climate policy and participation into their national agenda. In addition, the Paris 

Agreement provides a platform to incorporate sustainable development with efforts to limit 

global temperatures to below 2° Celsius while promoting environmental sustainability. 

Ultimately, in order to support the Paris Agreement, it will take the dedication of every Member 

State to coordinate and commit to the agreement.  

                                                      
46 "The Paris Agreement - main page - UNFCCC Newsroom." http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php. 

Accessed Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
47 "Climate Change - United Nations Sustainable Development." 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-2/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
48 "RENEWABLE ENERGY | UN Environment Energy." http://www.unep.org/energy/what-we-do/renewable-

energy. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
49 "UNEP: Renewables Re-energized-Green Energy ... - the United Nations." 1 Apr. 2015, 

http://www.un.org/climatechange/blog/2015/04/renewables-re-energized-unep-green-energy-investments-

worldwide-surge-17-270-billion-2014/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 
50 "Renewable and Alternative Energies | United Nations Educational ...." http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-

sciences/science-technology/engineering/renewable-and-alternative-energies/. Accessed 17 Aug. 2017. 

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
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